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Hsi-men Ch'ing told Wang Ching to get two rolls of
Nan-ching five-coloured silk, and wrote a card to go with them.
He had something to eat as quickly as possible and hastened
to the eunuch's house. When he entered the great hall,
Captain Ho came out to greet him. The young man was
dressed in black ceremonial hat and boots. He seemed not
more than twenty years old and looked so handsome that one
might have thought his face was powdered and his lips
rouged. He saluted Hsi-men Ch'ing modestly yet with the
utmost grace.
Hsi-mSn told Tai An to bring in the presents. "I hear that
you have been good enough to call upon me and to bring me
most precious gifts/' he said* "I am sorry I was not there to
receive you. This morning, his Excellency your uncle was
kind enough to entertain me at the palace, I am grateful
to him/'
Captain Ho made a reverence. "I have been made an
officer of the lowest grade," he said, "and count myself
supremely fortunate to have been appointed to your office.
I hope to benefit by your instruction."^
They continued to exchange compliments.
"My lord/' Captain Ho said, "have you called upon the
Grand Marshal?"
"Yes," Hsi-men Ch'ing said. "I went to the Ministry
immediately after leaving his Excellency, your uncle. I went
to our headquarters, handed in my record of service and
called on the officers there. When I came away, it was. m
I came away, it was. my
intention to call upon you* I never dreamed you would call
on me first."
"Did you go to the Palace with his Lordship Hsia?"
"Yes," Hsi-men Ch'ing said. "We went together to the"
court, but as he has been appointed to the Imperial Escort,
when we called at the Ministry, we handed in our papers
and sent in our cards separately."
"Do we send presents to the Minister, or wait till we receive
our commissions?" Captain Ho said,
"My kinsman tells me," Hsi-men Ch'ing said, "that we
should send our presents first. Then the Marshal will
present us at court, and afterwards we shall get out commis-
sions."
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